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Darwinian hypothesis of the survival of the fittest
and variation by chance, the Lamarckian conception
of Will. Bernard Shaw and the Fabians developed
this notion, applying it to the problems of social
reform. So responsibility came back into human
life, and the field was open for the return of
satire. As might be expected, poetry lagged behind
prose in the revival, neither the Edwardians nor
the Georgians writing much in this vein. J. G.
Squire's parodies were usually a subtle form of
flattery ; Rupert Brooke's boyish moods of dis-
illusion and ennui were insignificant. The
Georgians commented on the problems of the age
by giving them the cold shoulder or by crying,
with Masefield and Galsworthy, " Give us under-
standing," meaning by that an understanding of
the individual's difficulties which would drown
criticism in pity.

But the previous chapter should have shown that
we cannot attribute to the War of 1914-18 alone
the revolt against cosmic wonder and sentimental
humanitarianism. The War was a catalysing agent,
hastening an inevitable process of division and
compounding. Yet it was much more. For the
passions aroused by the struggle helped in the
general disruption of formal authority, and fostered
experiment. Above all, the conflict and the con-
tinued turmoil after 1918 produced, not, as some
have thought, a loss of social standards, but rather
a heightened awareness of social needs, a clash of
principles, a struggle for stability, whether by a
return to an old order or by the creation of a hew.